Minutes of the Gower AONB Advisory Group (15.02.2023)
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	City and County of Swansea
Minutes of the Swansea Local Access Forum
Committee Room 5, Guildhall  
Wednesday, 28 June 2023 at 7.00pm


	Present:
	Councillor PR Hood-Williams (Chair) presided


	Forum Members

	 R Beale
	D Naylor
	P Lanfear

	A Evans
	B Parry
	C Scott

	A Morgan
B Stein  

R Church                                


	J Nellist

G Ferguson

S Samuel
	B Rowlands 
A Probert


Observer
Helen Grey                    Natural Resources Wales

	Officer(s)
	

	 Paul Meller
	Natural Environment Section Manager

	Chris Dale
	Countryside Access Team Leader


	Apologies for Absence

	None

	

	


<AI1>

</AI1>

<AI2>

3. Declarations of Interest.
In accordance with the Code of Conduct adopted by the City and County of

Swansea, no interests were declared.

4. Approve</AI2>

<AI3>

 & sign the Minutes of the previous meeting(s) as a correct record.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Swansea Local Access Forum Meeting held

on 10 May 2023 be approved and signed as a correct record.</AI3><AI4>
Matters Arising 

P Meller summarised the recently agreed Terms of Reference for the Forum. Members were advised that interviews for the vacant Countryside Access Officer post were being held next week. An update was also provided on the River Tawe footpath west side improvements. 
Resolved that: -

A copy of the Terms of Reference to be emailed to all members along with minutes of the meeting.

5. Access on Kilvey Hill dedicating PROW on Council owned land
J Nellist enquired whether there was a Swansea Council policy in relation to dedicating PROW on its own land. C Dale advised there is not a formal policy to this effect, but it has happened in the past and continues to happen. There are many examples such as in Clyne Valley Country Park and there is coincidentally a report to next Planning Committee dedicating routes in Landore. Active Travel routes are not all dedicated as PROW even though all are signposted for walkers, cyclists and horse riders. B Stein advised that barriers erected on Active Travel routes to keep motorcyclists out also keep out horse riders. It was queried why the Countryside Access Team were not on the Active Travel Forum. 
R Church highlighted informal use of routes on Kilvey Hill by horse riders, mountain bikers and horse and carriage drivers. Queried whether routes would still be accessible within the proposed Skyline development, and if not whether other trails would be made available.  C Dale advised there is not yet a definite plan of what is happening to the routes, however it would be preferable for certain ones not to be changed. For example, dedicating a clear mountain bike only route, and thereby making it suitable for walking or riding, would create clear conflict.  However, it is understood that none of the existing paths would need to be changed because of the proposed development even though some are likely to be within the application site boundary. There is potential to dedicate the bridleway from Bonymaen to St Thomas which is entirely on Council land. Map of potential routes to dedicate circulated and discussed. 
Resolved that: -
a) J Nellist on the Active Travel Forum will inform the Countryside Access Team of potential new Active Travel routes in order to consider dedication.

b) A site visit to Kilvey Hill would be arranged for July/August. 

Post meeting note Skyline application expected to be submitted by 16th July 2023 so visit should be after this date.
6. </AI4>

<AI5>

5. Access on Fairwood Common.
B Stein described the potential for a bridleway route on Fairwood Common circling the airport and connecting up to wider routes. C Dale advised that in principle a route could be dedicated but there are other factors to consider and would not want to maintain a route running parallel to but separate from the existing footpaths. 
P Lanfear highlighted that not all land at Fairwood was owned by the Council and there are sites of ecological importance which Natural Resources Wales safeguard that limit opportunities as would the grazing land fenced off at the end of the runway. P Meller advised that there were a number of current projects relating to Fairwood Common being undertaken by teams in the Natural Environment Section and that it was difficult to take forward any one proposal in isolation. The AONB Advisory Group were best placed to consider issues in the round and could set up a specific subgroup covering Fairwood Common.
Resolved that: -
Officers write to the chair of the AONB Advisory Group requesting the establishment of a specific Fairwood Common subgroup, to include interested representatives from the Local Access Forum.
6. </AI5>

<AI6>

7. Wind Farms on Common Land 
R Beale queried legal rights in relation to crossing/using wind farm tracks that had been de-registered as common land, such as on Mynydd Y Gwair (MYG). 

B Rowlands advised that MYG Public Inquiry outcome was to allow the tracks to be used for walking and cycling. Further wind farm proposals near Lliw Reservoirs likely to raise similar issue. It was noted that exchange land does not need to be on a like for like basis, or even linked to the same common. MYG exchange land is within a fenced off area requiring different management issues and restricting access. 
P Lanfear advised there was a need to establish whether the land was deregistered as both common land and access land. Indications are MYG is still all access land responsibility for mapping of which rests with Natural Resources Wales. H Gray indicated she would check with colleagues.

 Resolved that: -

The Chair writes to Natural Resources Wales to clarify whether or not the MYG wind farm access tracks have been deregistered as access land, and also to the National Access Forum to seek clarification of rights of access where land has been deregistered as common but not access land.

7. </AI6>

<AI7>

8.Blocked bridleways in L, L&C 
B Stein raised the issue of blocked bridleways in the area. C Dale confirmed the Countryside Access Team are aware of the issues which are very complicated but on the list for action. LM12 in particular is subject of a lot of complaints, and the only solution is a diversion which is likely to lead to a Public Inquiry.
8. Signs and Waymarking with particular reference to Parkmill
R Church raised the potential for seasonal signage to direct walkers  onto the footpath and off the road through Parkmill which is extremely hazardous. C Dale advised that the Countryside Access Team are looking at further improvements to the footpaths and signage in the area which could be adapted to include directions to/sponsorship by the Gower Heritage Centre and Gower Inn. 
G Ferguson raised highway crossing safety concerns near Gower Heritage Centre due to speed of traffic and R Church advised Ilston CC are looking at options for a controlled crossing. It was acknowledged by the Forum that the input of a highway safety engineer was required.
</AI7>

<TRAILER_SECTION>
Resolved that: -
a) C Dale explore improved footpath/ signage options through Parkmill
b) The chair writes to the Highways department to seek views and advice on controlling speed through the village, potential safe crossing opportunities and redirection of pedestrians off the main road through the village where it narrows along with appropriate signage.

9. Definitive Map and Statement Update

C Dale advised that the old 1971 Definitive Map had been updated with over 500 changes. This was now signed and sealed by Legal Services and a hard copy at a larger scale along with accompanying statement was now stored in the Council archives.  There are still mistakes to be corrected from the original map and a working version is maintained on the Council’s website Rights of way map - Swansea  It was noted that due to administrative and ward boundary changes the prefix of some routes ( but not the number) has now changed.A Morgan highlighted that the map is not accessible/labelling illegible on mobile phones whilst on site and C Dale advised that improvements to IT access are being looked at.

10. Any Other Business
D Naylor queried the removal of the footbridge at Nicholaston Burrows. C Dale confirmed there are plans to reinstate the bridge approximately 100m further upstream to avoid tidal action, as its positioning was causing a build up of water and concerns regarding flooding. Intention is to reinstall in the next few weeks.
Next meeting, after the site visit to be arranged for September/October

The meeting ended at 8.40 pm
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